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Front Cover:
Chris Ramsay 
with a one of 
many classic 
Barra caught up 
in Lakefield 
National Park

Port Douglas 4877

The views expressed in this magazine do not 

necessarily reflect the views of the magazine, 

the editors, or the authors themselves. The 

magazine does not guarantee accuracy, 

validity, honesty or politeness of content, and 

we shall not be held responsible for the 

content of mentioned websites. The content 

(photos, art, articles etc...) found within are 

the property of the submitter and not our 

magazine.

Contacts: Ph 0409 610 869  
www.fishingportdouglas.com.au  

Po Box 108  
Fishing Port Douglas  
info@fishingportdouglas.com.au 

This magazine is published by  

The Line Burner business of Port 

Douglas  & welcomes any Far Nth 

Qld contributions including 

editorials & photographs.

River - Reef - Game 
Ph: 0409 610 869

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

ESSENTIAL FISHING SERVICES
TACKLE STORES
Bransfords Discount Tackle Shop

On the Highway - Clifton Beach 40553918

See them on Instagram & Facebook

Nautical Marine - Pt Douglas 40996508

FISHING CHARTERS

Fishing Port Douglas - 0409610869

Dragon Lady Charters - 0429372466

Saltaire Charters - 0459323888

Exceed Sportfishing - 0409610869

On the Daintree - 0409610869

BOAT & 4WD WRAPS
Port Signs - 0437031572

CAMPING CRYOVAC MEAT PACKAGES

Mossman Butchery - 40981669

4WD REPAIRS & SERVICING

Port Douglas Automotive - 40995177

BOAT SERVICING & REPAIRS

PD Marine Engineering - 0478546676

PD Suzuki Marine - 0419593694

Above Grade Marine Services - 0417195559

BATTERIES

Battery World Cairns - 131760

Captain Cook Hwy, Clifton Beach 4879
Ph: (07) 4055 3918

Best Tackle Prices in FNQ

Our Valued Contributors: 

Steve Adamson
Dragon Lady Charters

Damian Collete
Saltaire & Allure Charters

Jake Wyatt
Exceed Sportfishing

Mick Hart
Magazine Chef

Keith Graham
Bransfords Tackle

Dylan Case
Nautical Marine Sales

Bruce Belcher
Daintree Croc Tours

Lynton Heffer (Heff)
Owner / Editor

‘Sharky’ Shane Down
Local Expert

Fraser Allen
Local Deckhand 

Jake Collete
Master V Skipper

Jamie Beitzel
Fishing On the Daintree 

Ethan ‘Choppa’ Scott
Junior Reporter

Contact Us if you’d like to 
Contribute - Most Welcome

Jase Teelow
Gunnell Rod Australia
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Fuel - Oil - Bait
Ice - Tackle - ATM

Boating Accessories
Fast Food & Groceries

Ph: 4098 7616

This first night trip after dinner on the M.S. 

Minnow to check the cheribin pots for bait (fresh 

water yabbies), was the first introduction to the 

myriad of lagoons and river systems this amazing 

place possesses.  ’Eagle Eye’, Ramsay was forever 

pointing out the series of crocodile eyes 

watching us during the criss-cross journey from 

the banks to banks… another tip for young 

players is that if you are colour blind it is unlikely 

you will see them even with a torch lighting up 

their eyes and they are already highly 

camouflaged.

Do I need a rod? Do I need to buy some lures? 

These were the first questions asked to Pete 

Brown who I was travelling with a river boat in 

tow to the famous Lakefield National Park  

recently. Here we’d we would catch up with Port 

locals, Dan Francis & Chris Ramsay. These 

mentioned two boys had already travelled up a 

of day prior with their tinnie and are seasoned 

Lakefield specialists.

 Brownie answers, “Nah these blokes are die-

hards, they have more rods than you’ve had sales 

this year in the Real Estate game”. This comment 

was not far from the truth due to the Covid crap. 

“No problems”,  I say , “but I need to get to BCF so 

I can get some fishing shirts and a pair of 

gloves”... keyboard hands and fish don’t mix too 

well with me.

Meeting us at Micky Finns campsite on the 

Normanby River were our glorious hosts,  

Ramsay and Francis just on dark and the boys 

were still recovering from their first night of 

camping the day before nailing some impressive 

barra already. Their dancing foot-marks in the 

dirt around the camp site showed the moves 

these guys were capable of.  Presenting a camp 

oven full of lamb shanks to be best washed down 

with Shiraz for my first night, what could possibly 

go wrong ? … For those young players it’s 

apparently not a good idea to take wine glasses 

camping, plastic only ! The cuisine we had 

morning, lunch and dinner for the following days 

was to die for with a well oiled set up set up by 

experts. 

The work mobile phone reception being zero 

meant the next three days were going to be 

gloriously quiet… it was a pity Brownie couldn’t 

be silenced as easily with his never ending verbal 

commentary, sometimes tedious diarrhea. The 

coming days were going to be a master class of 

how we was going to catch all these famous 

Lakefield Barra… 

All excited and happy with my pre-purchases and 

then tying the shirts to the dogs and dragging 

them around the yard before pre-washing to get 

the fold lin Yielding only minimal numbers of 

these fresh water prawns apparently compared 

to previous years, there was some concern from 

the three fisherman the following morning. es 

out, it was time to take care of the main 

preparations… buying booze. Two blokes, three 

nights, a five hour drive and $500 later we were 

off chucking in a BBQ Chicken and a tub of 

coleslaw for good measure.

Eventually to bed with just enough live bait 

secured for the next day the serenity of the 

National Park night sky was shattered by the 

chainsaw sound effects coming from Brownies 

swag, soon to be joined by the snores of the 

remaining fishermen – perhaps part reason for 

the declining numbers of cherebin since they 

arrived ?

Three Fisherman and a 

Real Estate Agent By Callum Jones

0497 561 867

THE GUNNELL ROD
AUSTRALIA 

Fish of the 
Month

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au
Ph: 0409 610 869
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Download your 
Line Burner 
now online

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

l Ask us about 9 Star 
energy saving pumps

l Selling pumps, 
chlorinators, filters, pool 

heaters

l Pool servicing & water 
testing

l Private pools, Body 
Corporate, Holiday 

homes

happypools@bigpond.com

Ph/Fax 4098 5780

Daryl TaylorDaryl Taylor
0404 286 1870404 286 187

Daryl Taylor
0404 286 187

Daryl TaylorDaryl Taylor
0404 286 1870404 286 187

Daryl Taylor
0404 286 187

Dickson Inlet, Port St, Port Douglas

FUEL • OIL • SEAFOOD • BAIT • ICE

Phone 4099 6792

Proudly Servicing
Port Douglas,

Mossman, Cairns
 and District

Phone 4035 3911

A wholly owned and operated local 
company, distributing wholesale dry, 

chilled and frozen grocery items direct 
to the kitchens of leading restaurants, 

cafes, hotels and sports & 
entertainment venues. 

So it took a real estate agent to come up with 

the idea of a footy draft pick concept by the 

two boat captains, Francis & Ramsay, until all 

the nervous fresh water prawns were selected. 

Pick one going to team Francis and Brown and 

so on… the scene was set for the battle…

First day’s fishing was tough with the Captains, 

Francis and Ramsay showing their prowess on 

the rods and reel, before yours truly landed his 

first 85cm silvery beast. What a feeling, wow 

wee, these fish are truly addictive to catch. 

They are everything and more with power 

runs and the most explosive surface action 

when they come out and dance around like 

maniacs.  Perhaps it was the gloves, perhaps it 

was the soft hands, perhaps it was the VB cans, 

whatever the reason it was the team of Jones 

and his mentor Ramsay who went on to clean 

up the others and yielded over 3 metres in 

length of quality Barra that day, 4 in total. They 

were all caught and released before the 

cherebin supply were devoured amongst the 

snags we fished. The barra just can’t resist this 

delicacy bait floated down amongst the 

timber and flicking around in front of their 

noses. 

The experience from the get go was 

sensational, the journey through our vast 

Tablelands and stunning country to get to 

Lakefield. The newly acquired luxury 4WD 

vehicle and driving expertise of Mr. Brown was 

highly commendable. To the sharing of the 

fishing skills by all the boys & the equipment 

was just sensational for someone like me that 

doesn’t do much in the area of fishing.  The 

amazing camp site provided by Mr. Ramsay 

and Mr. Francis and the surreal quietness and 

beauty of the Lakefield National Park is 

something that will be remembered for some 

long years to come. I can’t wait to get out of 

the hustle and bustle of the office and to get 

into the smelly worn fishing shirts and gloves 

out for the next adventure – thanks lads - 

bloody legends !

The following couple of days were just as 

impressive heralding some big fish between 

the two boats. One metre barramundi, Holy 

Moly ! These fish are just a bonus amongst 

such tranquility and rugged beauty of the 

Australian outback of this place. I now truly 

appreciate why Lakefield is considered a must 

do fishing and camping experience. Wildlife 

galore inclusive of monster crocs, big fish, 

flora and fauna and much more for the eye to 

see. Good company is the bonus !

I must get in, old mate Brownie suffering an 

embarrassing couple of days on the rods and 

scales absolutely proved his worth around the 

dinner table with his kitchen skills, along with 

his tales of past fishing journeys and overall 

camping knowledge… it was sweet justice 

when a photo turned up with him holding a 

good barra late on the final day.
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Cleaning Services

Without question the last few weeks have seen a bit more 

flow in regards to visitors to the area. It is still are far stretch to 

what we normally get but I guess anything is better than 

nothing. The recent NSW border closure to QLD I feel will be 

extremely detrimental moving forward into September. We 

experienced within two days of this announcement over 40K 

of cancellations for the September period. We knew Victoria 

was going to be a big blow a month or so ago, but NSW on 

top of this is like a bullet to the head. We have already seen 

before our eyes the drop off visitors especially on the marina 

as the numbers are dwindling quite rapidly by the day. All we 

can hope for is some trade moving forward. 

Moving forward it all comes down to what numbers we can 

get on the boat and already we are starting to find we’ll run 

every second or third day to maximise our efforts. If 

proceedings dry up considerably we still have our 

commercial fishing plan in place which could be a saviour for 

us moving forward. We’re ready to throw the ropes at 

anytime and travel way further north and do our thing over a 

few days. I’m hoping that this will not become the necessity 

as I much prefer sleeping in my own bed each night as 

opposed to the rough and tumble of sleeping on the boat at 

sea. 

On the water we have seen a big shift in the weather pattern 

with the pesty south easterly winds easing off. Prior to this it 

was a few months of battling the elements I can assure you. A 

lot of it has to do with the bitter conditions rolling across the 

southern states with some real nasty stuff in certain coastal 

areas. You can almost say if it’s bad down south it is generally 

nice up here and vice versa. 

The fishing overall has been on the upside to be honest with 

some really, really big days in the mix. The standout recently 

was a day where we returned with 20 plus large mouth 

nannygai all at 8kg and better. This was amongst a host of 

others as well. These are the thumpers we ideally target and 

extremely pleasing when a plan all comes together. For the 

most our daily plan has worked well tapping into the large 

mouth nannygai, the small mouth nannygai are quite 

consistent and there’s cod, spangled emperor, red emperor 

and coral trout to add to the mix. We have also caught the 

odd tuskfish which seem to prefer the coral organisms, but 

have taken a liking to a bit pilchard and squid for some 

reason. Our trout numbers haven’t been as high as normal 

but this is mainly because we’ve taking the advantage of the 

fairer weather fishing as deep as possible. We know where to 

chase them in numbers but will do so when we see fit. It may 

be a case of when the big reds aren’t on the chew we’ll soon 

round these guys up in the shallows with a quick shift to 

ensure a good day’s catch. 

By Steve Adamson

The Dragon’s Den

042937246604293724660429372466
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Phone 
0409610869

SALTAIRE Charters

Hot Food
Sandwiches
Cold Drinks

Fishing Gear
Bait and Ice
Auto Care

6AM - 8PM
7 DAYS

ABN: 34 069 005 438 003

129 Alchera Drive Mossman QLD 4873  Ph: 07 4098 1656

Download your 
Line Burner 
now online

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

Imagine the ultimate, ultimate, absolute 

boys trip ? Camping on your own tropical 

island in the most stunning surrounds, 

awesome fishing, the slickest and smartest 

35ft game boat in FNQ - Saltaire , at your 

daily disposal & right on the beach where 

you've been camping each night - 

exclusively. They should make beer 

commercials out of this, seriously !

The calendar is always the second week of 

August so the boys can fully arrange 

themselves in preparation and there’s 

always a slightly different plan as to how 

they all get on the island for the week.  They 

pre-book with National Parks for exclusive 

use over 7 days. That in itself means no-one 

else is allowed on the island and it creates  

literally a Blokes World bubble. 

From a logistic point of view it entailed 

getting 7 blokes up to Hope Is on Saltaire 

for the very first day. It was then followed up 

by a further 4 guys a couple of days later 

with the aid of Don’t Know charters who 

transported them from the Daintree River. 

So in total we had after a couple of days 11 

close mates nestled on, in my opinion one 

of the most exotic islands you can ever 

imagine. 

These guys do a lot of the hard yards in their 

organisation bringing up extra eskies off the 

plane, arranging transport, bringing fishing 

gear, food supplies and drinks. It is super 

highly organised and at Saltaire we do as 

much as we can to help this yearly return  

trip. 

Well for the 8th year running we've done 

this trip for a dedicated group of old 

university mates who do this annually. It is 

seriously the 'ducks nuts' of trips. This year 

they struck absolute Gold with the weather 

on our Hope Island experience. The main 

boys have seen some harder conditions 

over the years in regards to wind, but this 

year was picture post card for the 7 day trip. 

Breathing in the Saltaire
By Damian Collete
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River - Reef - Game 
Ph: 0409 610 869

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

ABN  34 342 029 951

MARINE ELECTRONICS

As mentioned, with the best weather for this 

recent charter on offer for a couple of years 

it was an open ticket to catch as many fish as 

possible. We explored every possible 

syestem within a short drive from the island 

and the marks we have accumulated over 

the years is quite astonishing. We caught 

too many fish to mention to from day to day 

but the bigger fish included a 160cm 

spanish mackerel, an 82cm red emperor, 

coral trout after coral trout and added to 

this 12-15kg giant trevally popper fishing 

from off the beach in the late afternoons. It 

was just insane fishing just to keep it purely 

simple! 

This trip takes a bit to organise but with a 

great system in place over the years and 

with days upon days of fishing, it all is so 

worth it. It is our speciality and touch base at 

Fishing Port Douglas with Heff if you are 

wishing to experience a similar trip. You’ll 

come back year after year just like these 

southern QLD boys have, who will back 

again, then again and again !! 

Us crew slept on the boat within a heartbeat 

of putting foot on sand from the island and 

the boys slept not far away on the 

designated camp areas in their swags and 

tarp arrangements overhead. They had 

access to the old fashioned bush dunnies 

provided by National Parks on the island 

and they bathed in the lagoon. 

Now we are talking about seasoned 

travellers and the food supply was on the 

money each day, especially at night with the 

camp ovens going on the beach. To put it 

short it was the ultimate Bush Tucker from 

big cuts of meats, to fish and pasta dishes. It 

just makes the world of difference when the 

boys are so well fed & we were lucky 

enough to be part of every evening. 
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Reef St

Four Mile 

Port Douglas

Bistro

TAB - Pokies

Drive Thru 
Bottleshop 

Sky Channel

Pool Table 

River - Reef - Game 
Ph: 0409 610 869

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

TUESDAY - SATURDAY  10am - 5.00pm

Phone: 4099 4960

11 Grant Street, Port Douglas

SUNDAY 10am - 3.00pm  (Closed Mondays)

PORT DOUGLAS

•PRAWNS•OYSTERS
•MUD CRABS•BUGS

•CALAMARI
•SMOKED & MARINATED

PRODUCE
•CONDIMENTS

•FRESH SALAD•PLATTERS
•LUNCH PACKS

•PRAWNS COOKED DAILY

•PRAWNS•OYSTERS
•MUD CRABS•BUGS

•CALAMARI
•SMOKED & MARINATED

PRODUCE
•CONDIMENTS

•FRESH SALAD•PLATTERS
•LUNCH PACKS

•PRAWNS COOKED DAILY

285 seconds

Son of a Gun - Father Mick Ditmann 
1983 starts including Group 1 races all 
over Australia
350 wins

273 thirds 

$97,321,438 total prize money won on 
his horses

Luke Ditmann

20% win strike rate
61.5% place strike rate

Anyway, the main reason for his phone call 

was that he had some jockey mates coming 

to Port Douglas and were keen for a fish. As 

Scotty said to them, ‘give Heff a call, he’ll 

look after you, that’s a Sure Bet’. That was 

easy enough and we teed up the best reef 

fishing charter boat in Dragon Lady to 

service their requirements. 

922 wins  

845 thirds

Recently I had a phone call from an old 

mate which some of you locals may well 

know. Scotty Ewert, former Port Douglas 

AFL Crocs President called me from 

Thailand where he now resides and runs his 

own Aussie Bar in Phuket. We all knew 

Scotty as “Surebet” because he was well 

versed in the horse racing stakes but also 

managed jockeys around Australia for years 

and years. If Scotty had a ‘sure thing’ it paid 

to get on that horse with the punt. Talking 

with him the situation with Covid in 

Thailand is diabolical as simply no tourists 

are traveling there and his business is 

almost 100% reliant on visitors. He 

admitted they are fairly much screwed for 

sometime to come and they don’t have the 

government support as we do in Australia. 

10% win strike rate

Andrew Mallyon, a Brisbane jockey was my 

point of contact from this point on, to tee 

up the trip. He would also bring along 

fellow jockeys, James McDonald and Luke 

Ditmann. Now we’ll give you some 

background on these elite sportsmen.

32% place strike rate
$20,614,869 total prize money won on 
his horses

Luke Mc Donald

Andrew Mallyon

4765 Starts including 42 Group 1 
Winners in Australia
956 wins
716 seconds

8255 starts including Group 1 races all 
over Australia

907 seconds 

585 thirds

By Heff

No Problem - It’s a ‘Sure Bet’
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Reels           Rods

Lures            Line

Lures

Outdoor Gear

Coolers & Eskies

Local Retailers 
of these fishing and 
camping products:

Receive 
30% Off RRP by 

mentioning this ad!

Captain Cook Hwy
Craiglie

B

Local Rates 

Bucket of Balls: 
Medium bucket $11.00 
Large bucket $16.50

Enquire about membership

Driving range open to the public 

4099	5537

Robinson Crusoe Style

Advertise 
Here

Distribution
Cairns

Port Douglas
Mossman
Daintree
Cooktown

plus 1000's of 
followers via 
downloads &

facebook 

River - Reef - Game 
Ph: 0409 610 869

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

 Reef May Receive a Blackout

River

Reef

Game
Fish with the Best
in the Business

Ph: 0409 610 869

PORT DOUGLAS 

Only Fully Qualified 
Suzuki Agency Here 

All Outboards Serviced & 
Repaired

SALES - SERVICE - 
PARTS

Contact Peter 
Ph: 0419 593 694  E: 
spstaig@bigpond.com

18 Teamster Close, 
Craglie 4877

Call: 0423249913

•   Termites
•   Cockroaches
•   Ants
•   Spiders
•   Rats & Mice
•   Mosquito’s
•   Flying Insects

Far North Queensland
For All Pest Control Solutions

E: kyechapplepestcontrol@gmail.com

Cherished Nautical Relics 
By Heff

15% win strike rate
22% place strike rate
$7,756,875 prize money won on his 
horses

So collectively between these three 

superstars we had a group of young 

talented men on our boat that has yielded 

to date over 125.5 million dollars for their 

connections. That in itself is very impressive 

and that figure will only grow as their 

careers prosper. 

So moving forward they boys went out on a 

super weather day for their day of fishing on 

the Great Barrier Reef on the Dragon Lady 

vessel.  The boys did exceptionally well 

nailing some ripping large mouth nannygai 

to 8kg amongst a host of other top quality 

fish. Being supreme athletes they had no 

trouble hauling up some big fish from the 

depths and were quite handy trading the 

saddle cloth and whip for a rod and reel. 

The boys following the trip did a big push 

for us on social media with Facebook and 

Instagram and it is hard to fathom how 

many followers they collectively have given 

us which is a bonus exposure. We truly 

appreciated that from our point of view. 

They also enjoyed a bash of golf at the 

Mirage Country Club where I caught up 

with them for a beer in the clubhouse and 

they were obliging to get a photo with my 

mate Tony who is a tragic horse punter over 

many years. 

Scotty ‘Surebet’ Ewert, hope you are 

reading this my old mate !

In further conversation with them they will 

come back in a heartbeat at their next 

opportunity and exclusively do a decent 

trip over a few days. They just fell in love 

with Port Douglas !

It’s not every day you get to rub shoulders 

with household names in another elite 

sport, but at the end of the day they are like 

any other punter and it’s our job to go and 

catch fish to the best of our ability. On the 

day the boys traveled out, the Dragon Lady 

team came 1st Place in their eyes on the 

track they were riding that day. 

Interestingly at the time we also had the Gai 

Waterhouse family staying at the Sheraton 

Resort as well at the time as well as the 

Lloyd Williams clan, all of which are legend 

folklore in the horse racing industry. 
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Email: portdouglasiga@cornetts.com.au

Cnr Captain Cook Highway &
Port Douglas Rd, Pt Douglas QLD 4877

DAILY

Phone: (07) 4098 5761

MON–SUN: 7AM - 8PM

OPENING HOURS:

Phone: (07) 4069 5633  

MON–FRI: 8AM - 7PM 
OPENING HOURS:

 SUN: 8AM - 5PM

29 Helen St, Cooktown, QLD 4895
Email: cooktowniga@cornetts.com.au

 SAT: 8AM - 6PM 

Port Douglas Cooktown

FULL RANGE OF GROCERIES
• LOCAL BREAD • DELICATESSEN

• FRESH FRUIT & VEGIES • FREEZER
• DAIRY • FRESH MEAT • BAIT & ICE

James Beitzel’s

Call  Call  
04096108690409610869

RIVER, COAST RIVER, COAST 
and REEFand REEF

Call  
0409610869

RIVER, COAST 
and REEF

Related Local Information

River - Reef - Game 
Ph: 0409 610 869

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

Advertise 
Here

Distribution
Cairns

Port Douglas
Mossman
Daintree
Cooktown

plus 1000's of 
followers via 
downloads &

facebook 

Start Fishing‘Champion Angler’ 

On the Daintree Charters
With Jamie Beitzel

For those that have been part of our magical 

river it has been good times. There’s been a 

couple of slower tides but for the best it has 

been quite consistent. The drab, overcast 

days have been replaced by a lot more 

sunshine and the fish seem to appreciate 

that temperature change in the water and 

get a bit more active. 

Other than this we’ve come across some 

handy fingermark on our deeper snags and 

the golden trevally are still up and about. 

With a return to better weather we’ve 

persisted for those really wanting the 

experience a few barramundi mainly around 

the 60cm range. It’s a highly requested tick 

of the box type trip for many and I’ve been 

able to get the job done. It will only get 

better moving forward. 

Welcome to my humble post each month 

for the Line Burner. We’ve been ticking 

along at a steady rate of knots considering 

the down turn in regional tourist numbers. 

Heff at Fishing Port Douglas has been 

crunching out good bookings with the 

family types which I really enjoy having on 

the boat.  I've also seen some good returns 

from the grey nomad fleet. How they 

managed to get up with all the border 

closures going on has me a bit baffled but 

we are grateful that they are here and been 

loyal servants over the years. They have 

meticulously planned their  t ravel  

movements and foreseen a lot of the issues 

we now see being able to get around the 

country. As they say the older you get  

comes with a bit more wisdom and 

foresight. 

The ‘go’ to fish for me has been the big 

queenfish between the 80cm - 100cm range 

and they have been content to hunt in the 

river where the bait supply has been 

encouraging. These fish never disappoint 

and put up a magnificent fight and display 

on the light sportfishing gear. We are lucky 

to have these guys around for the majority 

of the year and a real highlight for our 

clients.

Anyway we are well and truly looking 

forward to anyone keen to get a genuine 

good day’s of fishing in a special part of the 

world. See you on the Daintree or nearby 

soon ....

I have done the odd trip around the 

coastline and completed the task with some 

hard pulling big golden trevally amongst 

other similar species. The coastal fishing 

looks prime to go off if the weather keeps 

tracking the way it is at the moment. 



11

VOLUME 220  PRICELESS

Download Your Free Copy Every Month

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au
with Mick Hart

This is a simple favourite which can only be made better with your own imagination. Recently I used some older mackerel fillets 

which I found in the freezer and once defrosted it turned into a very hearty meal, and oh yes extremely tasty. Here was my take on it, 

but get creative with your own tastes. All the family will love it and they also great from the fridge the next day too !

500gm Spanish Mackerel fillets

Garlic Paste

Spinach Baby Leaves

Cut your mackerel fillet into small cubes, place in a small plastic bag and add the Tandaco coating powder. Give a good toss and roll around 

and let sit for awhile. 

Ingredients

When ready, with your pastry sheet using a cooking brush, coat the inside layer with a light spread of garlic paste. Combine the mackerel, 

carrot, onion and spinach into each other and then make your cake on the pastry. Seal it into what ever shape you prefer and whatever size 

you like. The rustic look is great in my opinion. No real need to coat the outside of pastie but a light spray of olive oil on the baking tray helps 

to crisp the bottom. 

Grated Carrot

Grated Onion

Method

Frozen Puff Pastry - easily bought at the Supermarket

Heat the oven hot at 220C, let the pasties cook initially for 10 minutes before dropping back to 180C till golden brown & crispy. Always check 

on the product as it cooks and depending on your oven you will have a Mackerel Pastie Fit for a King in around 30-40 minutes. 

Salt & Pepper Tandaco coating mix (BIG RECOMMENDATION) - herb isle at the Supermarket 

Reel Cooking

Reel Cooking with Mick HartReel Cooking with Mick HartReel Cooking with Mick Hart

Now 
Stocking 

Local 
Seafood

Mossman MeatsMossman MeatsMossman Meats

3 Junction Rd Mossman • Ph 07 40981669 • E bnbmeatsmossman@gmail.com

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENTUNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Free Home DeliveryFree Home Delivery

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
Free Home Delivery

Mackerel Pasties Fit for a KingMackerel Pasties Fit for a KingMackerel Pasties Fit for a King

Important NoticeImportant NoticeImportant Notice
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Proudly Servicing
Port Douglas,

Mossman, Cairns
 and District

Phone 4035 3911

A wholly owned and operated local 
company, distributing wholesale dry, 

chilled and frozen grocery items direct 
to the kitchens of leading restaurants, 

cafes, hotels and sports & 
entertainment venues. 

River - Reef - Game 
Ph: 0409 610 869

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

0497 561 867

Keith Lawrence

Happy Retirement
Happy Retirement

from Lineburner 
from Lineburner Happy Retirement

from Lineburner 

Post Wet Season Perch

River - Reef - Game 
Ph: 0409 610 869

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au

 By Heff

My Mates & Fish Eating Habits

At the time of year when trade is at its standard 
lowest in our neck of the woods I’d like to touch 
on a topic that is having an impact on local 
businesses and I’m sure it is far wider spread. 
Forget last year’s cyclone in which in FNQ 
received bad media coverage having major 
consequences and took the area to recover for 6 
months. Then we have the recent devastating 
bushfires in our southern states plus the latest 
coronavirus effecting our Asian trade in the short 
term future.  Yes we have had another bad start 
to the year. However the purpose of this piece is 
the attempt to readers to keep it as local as 
possible and spread the word. 

The internet is a very convenient tool nowadays 
and that simplicity is costing the local economy 
without some of you necessarily realising it. In 
particular the American based internet 
websites, which pay big dollars to take out paid 
advertising and rank higher on the net are 
literally draining at a minimum of 10% and more 
out of our local pockets per booking. I’d hate to 
fathom how much is walking out the door on a 
daily basis as this money doesn’t even reach 
any of us. The long term, genuine local 
accommodations have been dealing with this for 
awhile, but it is now hitting the tours aspect as 
well. I’m not at liberty which companies are at 
the forefront but they are obvious. We are a 
tourist driven region driven by locals. Imagine 
having someone come in and take off the cuff 
10% or more of your annual income or your 
business turnover. You’d be pissed !
At Fishing Port Douglas we strictly manage the 
best charters in Port Douglas and our running 
costs are designed to keep our prices great 
value for money. You start to add another 10% or 
more on top of this from  the bottom line, these 
naturally will be passed onto the visitors. That’s 
not a healthy scenario for anyone. 

To get to the crux of it, our choices of booking 
anything in our region has consequences to the 
local economy and our overall well being to 
sustain a certain lifestyle. This applies to you the 
reader, and your visiting family members or 
friends wanting to enjoy our part of paradise. 
Your choice to book on the internet, whether it be 
accommodation, any tours and in our case 
fishing charters, is a very, very important choice 
to keep the $$ within the region. 

My advise is yes, do your homework as a 
consumer, we are not scared of the feedback on 

the internet because what we see is damn good. 
If you go to the original source you can get on the 
phone if you wish and actually talk to someone 
direct, it’s something lacking nowadays. 

I have something simple to say to you all. We 
have always been a world wide tourist 
destination because of the reef and rainforest. 
That’s fact ! What we offer alongside of this is 
also is world class in regards to tour operators 
and accommodations and the many side 
attractions - golf, restaurants, shuttle services. 
All are individually doing their own part to ensure 
a great visit for anyone. 
When it come to fishing local charters,  tackle 
stores, GBR reef charters, Daintree tours, 
accommodation and all we have to offer, keep it 
local. Every business has a website, make a 
direct phone call, talk with someone on the 
ground living it day by day. That way as a 
consumer you’ll get the best experience 
possible. We’ll also keep the money local so we 
can keep providing the best service without the 
extra fiscal increases potentially imposed by the 
external net presence going direct out of the 
country. 

I can say this from a soldier on the ground, in the 
end many tourists when it comes to fishing, 
finish up disappointed because they booked 
something that didn’t live up to their 
expectations or requirements. I’ve seen this 
time and time again in the last year or so, as 
they’ve opted a quick convenience of booking 
something on the net without doing due 
diligence. Anyone can do up an unrealistic on-
line web presence and make it look like roses. It 
has me a bit baffled especially when it comes to 
fishing which is a very much specialised 
experience. 

 Trials & Tribulations  

PORT CUSTOM MARINE COVERS
KATEENA SKOUMBOURDIS

Private & Commercial Vessels

Marine Trimmer
Mobile: 0410 533 141

E: Kateena@PortDouglasMarineDecor,com.au
W: PortDouglasMarineDecor.com.au

Shed 1, 25 Warner St. Port Douglas QLD 4877

The general crocodile breeding season was a success, unlike last year when the floods destroyed all the nests. There have been 

good sightings of hatchlings which are now about 4 months old and independent. Our favourite female, Lizzie, had a nest but 

nothing happened and I think that the pigs got into it.

It was anticipated that July the 10th would be the day that the Victorian border would open and that we would be inundated 

with people but something went wrong with their lockdown procedures and the Corona virus had a relapse. The story goes 

that because Victoria is multi-cultured, more than NSW, and that many people were returning from overseas, and that the 

people should have been self-isolating, the procedures weren’t followed properly and the infections spiked . During the last 

few days, their infection rate rose radically, above a few hundred per day. Soon after it transpired to NSW and now we see our 

neighboring state closed at our border. 

We’ve had more prolonged wet weather this year. The land is 

usually the colour of peanut paste but the verdancy is 

continuing. Resorts across the river have closed their doors. I 

hope their futures are positive and that they can resume 

operating but who knows when. This strange period of 

uncertainty is worrying and I hope we don’t have to consider 

closing, too. I suppose that if one has to “go troppo”, then we’re 

lucky that we can do it in the Magical Daintree! 

Life goes on in and along the Daintree River, as if nothing ever happened. The few tourists that we’re seeing here are mainly 

from Queensland and more recently, from Sydney (but that will drop off now). There are a few European back-packers who are 

stranded here and they don’t seem to be bothered! The Queenslanders are mostly from Brisbane, the Gold and Sunshine 

Coasts, Townsville and quite a few locals. We have even reduced the prices by one third, just to help families out during the 

school holidays.

See you next month.

As I write this instalment, it’s the perfect day; about 25 degrees and sunny. It’s the sort of day whereby just about all of our 

visitors are from Melbourne or New Zealand. The crocs are out sunning themselves and everyone is feeling good. 

Unfortunately, the Victorians cannot leave their state and we’re still awaiting the day for the Kiwis to be allowed to come over.

Just the other day I came across two large males locked together, whereby one had the other in its jaws, by the head and 

pinned against a log. There was no movement and it seemed as 

though the pinned croc had resigned itself to being dominated 

and couldn’t escape. They assumed that position for a few 

hours. Eventually they obviously separated and we saw no 

more of them.

30yrs Experience
Best River & Coastal
Fishing Experience 

Magical Scenery
Croc Spotting

Eco Tour Included
Call: 0409610869
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