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Fishing On the Daintree
with Jamie Beitzel 

30yrs Experience
Best River & Coastal
Fishing Experience 

Magical Scenery
Croc Spotting

Eco Tour Included
Call: 0409610869

Hot Food
Sandwiches
Cold Drinks

Fishing Gear
Bait and Ice
Auto Care

6AM - 8PM
7 DAYS

129 Alchera Drive Mossman QLD 4873  Ph: 07 4098 1656

ABN: 34 069 005 438 003

Local Fishing News

Let’s get down to the crux of things for the updated wet season thus far in 

tropical FNQ. It is fairly accurate to say that since late December there has 

been barely a day when it hasn’t rained in the Port Douglas region. This may 

sound daunting but it is not the case as most of the rain has occurred at night 

and any day time wet has been mostly coastal showers. Put it this way, there’s 

been no localised flooding and it has been a productive wet season for the 

tropics and fisheries. The days are hot and sticky with humidity but the 

boating conditions have remained some of the best I’ve seen in my 30yrs up 

here for this time of year. Yes, there appears to be more showers to continue 

in the near future but nothing untoward. 

River Fishing

The barometer up this way is the Daintree River which has the largest rain 

catchment area by a long stretch and it is healthy and the fishing has been 

good. The best action has been towards the lower section with a 

combination of salt mixing with fresh water. Fingermark, barra and 

mangrove jack are mixing it up amongst the snags in the deeper sections. In 

the main channel with structure fingermark are sitting, waiting and eager to 

take on a live bait without much hesitation. The flats have been really handy 

for javelin fish and they’ll take fresh dead bait such as prawns, sardines or 

mullet. They’ll also have a crack at a smaller live sardine. There’s been also 

some reasonable sized golden trevally happy to get up in the shallower 

water. The more neapish tides at the moment seem to be agreeing with the 

amount of fresh and salt water in the system. 

There’s also been a few mud crabs around dropping back into the river from 

the mangroves as the fresh rain falls force them to go this way. Coastal 

beaches are also seeing a rain of bait, prawns and jelly prawns which has seen 

trevally, barra, tarpon and blue salmon showing up in pursuit.

Reef Fishing

This has been an interesting topic as this time of year can be a bit tricky. The 

common thread to success has been in between the moon phases with a bit 

of run in the tide, can’t be not enough or too much. This has applied to 

coastal reefs and outer reef systems. Coastal reefs have seen a bit of green 

water around but this nice mix of salt can send them into a feeding mode for 

coral trout and nannygai. Wonky holes, which is a completely different game 

have seen this occur for the big, big nannygai and also cod. This is typical for 

this time of year when the ancient underwater river systems from the 

mountains start pumping water out to the ocean from down below. It is a 

fascinating event but very specialised fishing.

The best results I’ve seen on the outer reef have come from extended trips 

we’ve arranged a bit further north of Port Douglas. Undine Reef and heading 

east to the shelf have definitely accounted for a lot of nannygai, emperor 

species and coral trout. There is also a solid holding of spanish mackerel and 

tuna species such as longtail and mack tuna to fill in your time trolling lures 

on the surface in between prime bottom fishing spots. 

No Matter Your Style
We’ve Got You Covered !

River, Reef & Game

Best Fishing Charters in FNQ

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au
Phone: 0409610869

Ph 0409 610 869
Reef & Game

Fishing Specialists

Is Serious Sportfishing 
what you Want !! Covered ...

Call us 0409610869

http://www.fishingportdouglas.com.au
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Sea surface temperatures have increased 

slightly across the Far North, North and Central 

regions over the past week or so, with little 

change in the southern region. Temperatures 

are tracking slightly above the long-term 

average with the Northern region (Cooktown – 

Innisfail) experiencing above-average 

conditions.

The Bureau of Meteorology has forecast a 

tropical low (23U) to form in the Coral Sea. 

There is a low chance (5–10%) it will develop 

into a tropical cyclone by the weekend. The 

system is expected to remain offshore and may 

bring localised rainfall to Marine Park 

catchments in the coming week.

The breeding season continues across the 

Reef, with turtle hatchlings emerging from 

nests and making their way to the sea from late 

January through April, especially at dawn and 

dusk. Seabirds are also nesting and feeding 

across island and reef habitats, and many fish 

species are spawning and laying eggs during 

the warm summer months, taking advantage 

of the productive wet season conditions.

Temperature

Sea surface temperatures are currently around 

0.4–0.5°C above the long-term average in the 

Far Northern, Central and Southern regions. 

The Northern region is averaging around 1°C 

above the long-term monthly average.

While there has been some accumulation of 

heat stress, particularly in northern Reef waters, 

this remains below the level where we would 

expect to see significant coral bleaching 

impacts.

Rainfall

From 2–8 February, rainfall was lower than 

expected in the Marine Park catchments, with 

average rainfall occurring in the Wet Tropics 

and Mackay–Whitsundays. Heavy rainfall is 

currently forecast in areas which may be 

affected by the Tropical Low 23U. I’ll expand on 

this a bit further next page with a more 

localised report.

Reef health

America’s National Oceanic and Atmospheric 

Administration’s (NOAA) coral bleaching alert 

level for the Northern region has moved from 

bleaching watch to bleaching warning, 

meaning coral bleaching is possible, following 

the recent temperature increases. Monitoring 

is ongoing across the Marine Park.

During the past week, 86 Reef Health Impact 

Surveys were completed across 10 reefs in the 

Northern, Central and Southern regions.

Low to medium levels of coral bleaching 

(1–30%) were recorded on four reefs in the 

Northern region and one reef in the central 

region. Most surveyed reefs showed no to low 

levels of bleaching.

Additional observations from Eye on the Reef 

monitoring programs reported coral bleaching 

on 11 of the 26 reefs surveyed. Impacts remain 

localised and are being closely monitored.

Fishing Reports  Next Page ....

Fishing Port Douglas 
with Heff  

l Pool servicing & water 
testing

l Private pools, Body 
Corporate, Holiday 

homes
l Selling pumps, 

chlorinators, filters, pool 
heaters

l Ask us about 9 Star 
energy saving pumps

Ph/Fax 4098 5780
happypools@bigpond.com

Daryl TaylorDaryl Taylor
0404 286 1870404 286 187

Daryl Taylor
0404 286 187

Daryl TaylorDaryl Taylor
0404 286 1870404 286 187

Daryl Taylor
0404 286 187

Call: 0423249913

•   Termites
•   Cockroaches
•   Ants
•   Spiders
•   Rats & Mice
•   Mosquito’s
•   Flying Insects

Far North Queensland
For All Pest Control Solutions

E: kyechapplepestcontrol@gmail.com

Date Day Temps Rain Evap Sun Max wind gust 9 am 3 pm
Min Max Dir Spd Time Temp RH Cld Dir Spd MSLP Temp RH Cld Dir Spd MSLP
°C °C mm mm hours km/h local °C % 8th km/h hPa °C % 8th km/h hPa
1 Sa           ESE 57 23:37       ESE 13 1018.2       ESE 35 1015.2
2 Su           SE 56 00:05       SE 35 1019.8       SSE 31 1017.2
3 Mo           ENE 46 08:13       E 30 1016.7       ENE 13 1013.6
4 Tu           NE 35 00:52       NE 20 1014.8       S 19 1012.2
5 We           S 44 10:24       S 31 1015.8       SSE 28 1012.8
6 Th           S 26 08:22       S 22 1016.0       SE 15 1013.0
7 Fr           SSE 54 10:08       SE 30 1016.9       S 41 1014.2
8 Sa           S 54 14:21       SSE 31 1018.5       S 41 1016.1
9 Su           SSE 54 22:42       SSE 41 1017.9       SSE 39 1015.4
10 Mo           SSE 54 18:56       SSE 43 1018.3       SSE 37 1015.2
11 Tu           SE 50 22:08       SE 35 1018.5       SE 33 1016.2
12 We           SSE 61 22:24       SE 31 1018.8       SE 26 1016.8
13 Th           SE 67 19:47       SSE 44 1018.1       SSE 41 1015.4
14 Fr           SE 69 19:35       SE 43 1018.4       SE 44 1016.3
15 Sa           ESE 65 00:25       ESE 37 1017.4       SE 33 1014.9
16 Su           SE 69 19:29       SE 33 1016.4       SE 43 1014.2
17 Mo           ESE 67 01:30       S 44 1017.1       SSE 46 1014.3
18 Tu           S 57 18:34       S 43 1015.8       S 46 1013.2
19 We           SSE 57 22:36       S 39 1015.6       S 44 1013.1
20 Th           SE 48 00:17       SE 35 1016.4       S 37 1014.2
21 Fr           S 39 09:23       S 28 1017.9       S 28 1015.2
22 Sa           SSE 33 14:07       S 15 1018.1       SSE 20 1014.8
23 Su           ENE 19 02:56       ENE 7 1015.9       NE 7 1013.1
24 Mo           S 65 04:03       S 44 1015.6       SSE 39 1013.8
25 Tu           S 61 06:31       S 43 1019.2       S 43 1018.7
26 We           E 67 08:21       ESE 41 1021.6       SE 52 1018.7
27 Th           ESE 63 02:36       ESE 26 1021.9       SE 35 1018.5
28 Fr                       SSE 35 1020.8            
Statistics for the first 28 days of July 2023
Mean                         32 1017.7         33 1015.0
Lowest                       ENE 7 1014.8       NE 7 1012.2
Highest           SE 69         # 44 1021.9       SE 52 1018.7
Total                                       
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Dickson Inlet, Port St, Port Douglas

FUEL • OIL • SEAFOOD • BAIT • ICE

Phone 4099 6792

Phone: (07) 4098 5761
Cnr Captain Cook Highway &
Port Douglas Rd, Pt Douglas QLD 4877
Email: portdouglasiga@cornetts.com.au
OPENING HOURS:
DAILY
MON–SUN: 7AM - 8PM

Phone: (07) 4069 5633  
29 Helen St, Cooktown, QLD 4895

Email: cooktowniga@cornetts.com.au
OPENING HOURS:

MON–FRI: 8AM - 7PM 
 SAT: 8AM - 6PM 

 SUN: 8AM - 5PM

Port Douglas Cooktown

FULL RANGE OF GROCERIES
• LOCAL BREAD • DELICATESSEN

• FRESH FRUIT & VEGIES • FREEZER
• DAIRY • FRESH MEAT • BAIT & ICE

Cleaning Services

You Don’t bring a Knife 

to a Gun Fight !

60ft of Luxury Fishing & Charter on the Great Barrier Reef

www.fishingportdouglas.com.au   Ph: 0409610869

Purely Known 

By Reputation

Best in FNQ

40ft Blackwatch
Reef & Game

Great Barrier Reef

Fishing Port Douglas:  Call 0409610869

This Could Be You !
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